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_______
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TOWN OFFICERS
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A. .j . WESTON, E. K. HOLBROOK, E. F. SMITH.
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Miss ELLA ,T. DW INAL.
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JAMES W. W AYNE, FREDERICK NEW PORI’.
E. F. BRADFORD, J. K. DENNING, 
CHARLES E. W ATERM AN.
Town Agent. Truant Officer.
.T. M. LIBBY. A. S. ELLSWOR'J'H.
Road Commissioner.
C. L. HACKETT.
I .oral Board of Health.
E. F. BRADFORD, M. N. ROYAL, C. B. RANKIN.
Special Constables.
J. A. CROOKER. DANA S. PRATT.
* ' /
Auditor.
C. M. HUTCHINS.
Chief Engineer.
H. M. M AYBERRY.
1st. Assistant Engineer. 2d Assistant Engineer.
E. E. JORDAN. F. li. HARMON.
Warrant for Town Meeting.
t ------- ;--(>
To D. B. Waterhouse, a Constable o f the Town o f Mechan ic 
Falls, in the County o f Androscoggin, g r e e t i n g :
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town of Mechanic Falls, 
qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at Perkins Hall, 
in said town, on the 21st day of March, 1898, at 9 o'clock in 
the forenoon, to act on the following articles, to w it:
A r t . 1st. T o choose a moderator to preside at said meet-
ing.
A r t . 2nd. T o choose a town clerk for the ensuing year.O J
A r t . 3rd. T o hear and act upon the reports o f  the town 
officers.
A r t . 4th. To choose all other necessary town officers for
•/
the ensuing year.
A r t . 5th. To see what sum of money the town will vote 
to raise for the support of Common Schools.
A r t . 6th. To see what sum of money the town will vote
to raise for the support of a Free High School.
A r t . 7th. T o  see what sum o f  money the town will vote•/
to expend for a Free High School.
A r t . 8th. T o  see what sum o f  money the town will vote
to raise for the repair o f  roads, bridges and culverts.
A rt. 9th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for the support of the Poor.
A r t . 10th. To see what sum o f  monev. the town will vote
*
to raise for contingent expenses.
A r t . 11th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for Salaries of Town Officers.
A r t . 12th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for a sinking fund. ' 1O
A r t . 13th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote
*
to raise for the payment o f  interest.
A r t . 14th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote
V
to raise for abatements, discounts and Collector’s commissions.
A r t . 15th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for Memorial Dav\
A r t . 16th. To see what sum of money the town will vote 
to raise for lighting streets.
A r t . 17th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for the purchase of Text Books, apparatus and furnish­
ings for schools.O
A r t . 18th. To see what sum of monev the town w ill vote
to raise for the repair of school houses.
A r t . 19th. To see if the town will vote to raise* the sum 
of §1,680 to pay Hydrant rental for the ensuing year.
A r t . 20th. To see what sum of monev the town will vote 
to raise for the Fire Department.
A r t . 21th. To see if the town will vote to allow a dis­
count on taxes paid within such time as the town mav deter­
mine.
A r t . 22nd. To choose a Collector of taxes and fix his
compensation.
A r t . 23rd. lo  see if the town will vote to instruct the
Selectmen to purchase a Road Machine.
A rt. 24 th. To sec* if the town will vote to build a sewer 
from a suitable point of outlet 011 Water street, up Water street 
to Main street, thence south-westerly 011 Main street to the foot 
of Maple street, to connect with a sewer to be constructed on 
said Maple street according to previous vote of the town at its 
annual meeting held in March, A. 1)., 1897.
A r t . 25th. To see if the town will vote to authorize its 
Selectmen to hire money to defray the expense of building said 
sewer 011 Water and Main streets not exceeding two thousand 
dollars ($2,000), and to issue town orders or bonds therefor, 
bearing interest not exceeding four per cent.
A r t . 26th. To see if the town will vote to have addition­
al street lights.
A r t . 27th. To see if the town will vote to hold future 
town-meetings in Pleasant street school house, also to fit the same 
for the use of the firemen.
A r t . 28th. To see if the town will vote to purchase land 
of the Poland Paper Co. to widen Elm street from west end of 
bridge to Main street.Q
A r t . 29th. To see if the town will vote to accept the 
location of the street as located by the Selectmen commencing
•' C 1
at Summer street and running to land of D. S. Perkins near theO
house of C. M. Sawver.
«
A r t . 30th. To see if the town will vote to establish a 
free public library, agreeable to Chapter 55, Sec. 9 of Revised 
Statutes, and raise monev therefor.'  *
A r t . 31st. To see if the town will vote to raise $561.24 
to liquidate deficiency in Fire Department account.
A r t . 32nd. To see if the town will vote to raise $412.38 
to liquidate deficiency in Discount, Abatement and Commissions 
account, also $89.97 in school account, and $16.54 in interest 
account.
A r t . 33rd. T o  see if the town will vote to postpone the
building of the sewer on Maple street until a suitable outlet is 
constructed below the falls on Water street and Main street. 
(Bv request.)
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session for
 
the purpose of correcting the list of voters in said town and 
hearing and deciding upon the application of persons claiming 
to have their names entered upon said list, at the Selectmen's 
Office at 8 o'clock in the forenoo,n 011 the day of said meeting.
Given under our hands this 12th dav of March, A. D. 189S.
A. J. WESTON, 
E. K. HOLBROOK, 
E. F. SMITH.
Selectmen of Mechanic Falls.
Report of Selectmen.
To the Inhabitants o f the town o f Mechanic Falls:
The following is a statement of the receipts and expendi­
tures of the town for the year ending Feb. 28, 189S.
Agreeable to a warrant from F. M. Simpson, Treasurer of 
the State of Maine, and certificate from the C ounty Commission- 
ers of Androscoggin Countv, and bv authority of the votes ofO  O  » 7 J %/
the Town of Mechanic Falls, passed at the annual meeting. 
March 22, 1897, we have assessed on the polls and estates of 
the inhabitants, and estates of non-resident proprietors of said 
town as follows ;
State tax, $ 2,491 37
County tax,
J
1,270 18
Common schools, 2,300 00
Free high schools, 500 00
Roads and bridges, 2,000 00
Support of poor, 1.000 00
Contingent expenses, 500 00
Officers’ salaries, 500 00
Sinking fund, 1,000 00
Interest, 1,100 00
Abatement of taxes, 850 00
A. A. Dwinal Post, 50 00
Deficiency in Road Commissioner’s account. 582 92
“  Interest, (53 33
“  “ Discount and commissions account, 299 34
Repairs of school houses, 100 00
Text books, 100 00
( 1hief engineer, fire department, 25 00
1st and 2d chief engineer, fire department, 30 00
Deficiency in fire apparatus account, 92 6S
Lighting streets, 725 00
Hydrants,%J 1,680 00
( )verlay, 4 0 9  36
Sewer on Maple Street, 400  00
Total assessment, $18 ,069  IS
The above assessment was committed to ]). B. Water­
house, collector, Sept. 10, 1897, with a warrant in due form for 
collecting and paying the same to .1. H. DeCoster, town treas­
urer.
V A L U A TIO N  OF T O W N .
The valuation of the town, nil 1, 1897, as made by the 
assessors, is as follows:
Real estate, resident, $507,245 00
Personal estate, resident, 88,322 00
Real estate, non-resident, 200,785 00
Personal estate, non-resident, 44,482 00
Total, $840,834 00
K A TE  OF T A X A T IO N .
Basis of valuation, 100 per cent.
Money tax, $20.00 on $1,000.00. 
t/
Poll tax, $2.50.
Number of polls. 501.
9STREET LIGHT ACCOUNT.
Balance unexpended 1896, $ 491 43
Amount appropriated 1897, 725 00
Total $1,216 43
Paid Mechanic Falls Electric Light and Power Co. $1,200.00
Balance unexpended, $16 43
ROAD COMMISSIONER'S ACCOUNT.
Amount appropriated 1897, $2,000 00
Amount voted to meet deficiency of 1896, 582 92
Total $2,582 92
E X P E N D IT U R E S .
The expenditures for labor and sup­
plies were as follows:
Amount overdrawn in 1896, $ 582 92
J. H. King, labor, 1896, 4 20
F. E. Dwinal, “  1896, 10 50
Dustin Martin, “  1896, • 7 20
C. W. Austin, “  4 50
A. S. Bray, “  1896, 8 75
G. T. Railway, freight on pipe, 6 00
J. H. & B. Stanton, labor, 2 10
Z. A. Buck, “  19 13
Elmer Griffin, “  1 50
S. N. Haskell, “  7 00

11—
j . K. Denning, 12 80
J. h . & B. Stanton, 53 24
C. W. York, 11 20
F. J. Brown, 6 45
Sarah Doherty, sand for highwayay, 9 60
z .A . Buck, labor, 41 75
James Poland, 5 25
z. A. Buck, 5 50
Amos Tilton, 9 00
W. E. Morton, 10 25
I. h . Judkins, 7 75
John Fessenden, 9 00
W. C. Chipman, 16 75
A. J. Weston, lumber for highway, 25 59
d . F. Bray, labor, 8 98
C. L. Hackett, 66 75
A. J. Grant, labor, 1 50
J. L. Keene, 5 00
J. S. Briggs, repairs for road machine, 9 00
E. F. Bailey, labor, 9 75
Saunders Bros., blacksmith work, 4 40
Hawkes and Whitney, supplies for highway, 4 34
J. z . Waterman, labor, 1 00
Estate of A. C. Denison, labor, 1896, 2 02
J. G. M. Spiller, labor, 3 30
Freeland Saunders, 44 2 25
A. H. Chapman, 44 18 45
A. E. Harlow, 44 3 75
L. E. Small, 44
•  #
2 75
John Hurd, 44 3 00
C. L.Hilborn, 44 1896, 2 45
J. L. Keene, 44
#
9 25
J. H. King, 44 17 50
A. S. Brav, “
%/
•  •
52 65
 V
E. D. Dudley, 4 23 47
V. M. Pinkham, 6 21 00
H. J. Jordan, 66 56 30
D. Strout, 6 1 90
John Hurd, 2 10
John Noyes, 1 50
C. L. Hackett, 41 48
Erasmus D. Nelson, 46 1 50
William Leach, 46 3 65
A. A. Woodsum, 46 8 45
W. L. Knight, 66 1 50
G. L. Goodwin, 1 75
C. L. Hilbom, 4<r 32 45
E. E. McKenney, 4 6 3 15
J. P. Grant, 46 11 90
J. E. Estes, 66 2 25
Sherman Churchill, 46 9 50
Elmer Chandler, 46 1 65
I. W. Ellingwood, 46 16 30
Waterman & Jordan 46 16 75
Isaiah Thurlow, 66 6 00
J. K. Denning, 46 23 10
D. F. Bray, 66 28 47
A. B. Taylor, 46 90
Alonzo Buck, 46 2 40
Dustin Martin, 46 7 05
John Man well, 46 75
Elmer Griffin, 46 4 05
F. D. True, 46 24 17
Gaveston Cole, 46 2 25
B. S. Young, 46 1 50
S. N. Haskell; 46 1 80
J. & B. Stanton, 66 33 80
John Stanton, 66 10 50
J. A. Russell,  10 92
A. R. Stanton,  10 15
h . J. Jordan,  1896, 15 00
Amos Tilton,  18 60
A. H. Chapman,  4 65
Chas. Conant,  2 70
W. C. Chipman,  5 50
Elmer Faunce,  6 85
A. E. Harlow, “  1 50
--------------$2,532 56
Balance unexpended, 50 36
SEWER ACCOl N i
Amount appropriated, 1897, $400 00
Total $400 00
ORDERS DRAWN.
(J. H. Field, sewer pipe, $170 00
W. C. Chipman, carting pipe, 5 00
A. H. Chapman, unloading pipe, 7 00
Total, $182 00
Balance unexpended. $218 00
SEWERAGE SURVEY.
Amount appropriated, $250 00
Order drawn for John A. Jones, C. E., service, 110 00
Balance unexpended, $140 00
BURIAL OF SOLDIERS
Alden Woodbury, 22 00
Wentworth M. Brown, 35 00
Total, $57 00
Received from State, $57 01)
Total $638 64
TOWN OFFICERS’ SALARIES.
Balance unexpended, 1896, $138 64
Amount appropriated, 1897, 500 00
ORDERS DRAWN.
J. M. Libby, services town agent, 1896,
and 1897, $ 40 
M. N. Royal, services board of health, 97, 10 
c . B. Rankin, services board of health, ‘97, 15  
A. j .  Weston, services as selectman, '97, 150 
E. K. Holbrook, services as selectman, '97, 105 (
E. F. Smith, services as selectman, ‘97, 40 (
Ella J. Dwinal, services as supervisor of
schools, ’97, 160 (
J. II. DeCoster, services as treasurer, 97, 75 (
A. S. Ellsworth, services as truant officer, 18 (
I). S. Pratt, services as constable, 4 (
#
A. .1. Crooker, services as constable, 11 (
I). B. Waterhouse, services as constable, 3 (
C. M. Hutchins, services as auditor, 15 (
Overdrawn,
$<>46 00 
7 36
SINKING FUND.
Amount appropriated, 1897, $1,000 00
Amount expended, $1,000 00
Amount on deposit in Chapman National Bank.
Mar. 1, 1898, and interest, 2,172 12
Amount on deposit in Shoe and Leather Bank, 815 16
Amount town bonds, 1,256 00
$4,243 2S
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR.
Balance unexpended 1896, $ 407 *8
Amount appropriated 1897, 1,000 00
Total $1407 88
Expenditures for supplies, house rent and 
medical aid furnished, have been as
follows:
D. S. Churchell, $130 21
✓ H 
McLellan family, 142 85
J. L. Tobie, ' 50 00
C. A. Foster, 79 29
(). D. Holt family, 42 00
Geo. E. Moore, 30 50
E. W. Record, 88 87
.1. I. Sawyer, 39 00
Harriet C. Bancroft, 35 (56
Adrian Walcott, 115 55
Harry Orburn, 2 25
Rufus Hackett, 46 00
Wilson P. Berry, 263 72
John and Nellie Bicknell, 187 00
Tramps, 24 93
Geo. E. Hamden, 2 00
Whittier family, 14 82
William Woodsum, I9 60
----------  $1,314 25
Balance unexpended, 93 63
SUPPLIES FURNISHED POOR OF OTHER TOWNS.
Dennett Cotton, Woodstock, $ 49 69
J. K. P. Simpson, Rumford, 209 26
Henry C. Poland, Peru, 37 00
Geo. Poland, “  15 00
John W. May, Raymond, 12 00
Harry A. Buker, Weld, 10 88
Geo. F. Berry, New Gloucester, 66 00
Franklin Smith, Oxford, 31 66
John Hooper, Paris, 14 47
Thomas Kneeland, Lincoln, 36 68
S. A. Cox, Hebron, 3 00
Total $485 64
MEMORIAL DAY.
Appropriation,
A. A. Dwinal Post, G. A. R., order drawn,
$50 00 
50 00
H YDRANT RENTAL.
Balance undrawn 1896, $ 3 34
Amount appropriated, 1897, 1,(380 00
Total $1,683 34
Mechanic Falls Water Co., paid to July 1, 1898, SI,680 00
__________________________
Balance undrawn, 3 34
CONTINGENT EXPENSE ACCOUNT.
Balance unexpended, 1896, $149 33
Amount appropriated, 1897, 500 00
Total 649 33
Orders drawn as follows :
Ledger Publishing Co., printing town
reports, $ 4? 00
Ledger Publishing Co., “  receipts, 3 00
F. H. McDonald, wood for lockup, 1896, 2 38
( ’has. C. Hunt, Tr. Maine Industrial
School, board Josie T. Moore, 13 00
J. R. Farrington, Supt. State Reform
School, board Ernest S. Nason, 13 00
V. M. Pinkham, wood for office, 3 00
P. D. Herrick, special police, 4 00
G. M. Donham, Maine Register, 1 50
F. R. Andrews, special police, 4 00
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., light in
office, 3 00
E. P. Wentworth, Supt. State Reform
School, board Ernest S. Nason, i
Sarah Doherty, for dumping ground, 5 00
J. A. Bucknam & Co., chair for office,
bunting, 3 5
e . P. Wentworth, Supt. State Reform
School, board Ernest S. Nason. 18 00
J. H. DeCoster, cash paid for postage, etc'., <S55
Waterman and Jordan, hearse for Josie T.
Moore, 50
Waterman and Jordan, horse hire, 1 50
Merrill and Denning, stamp check punch. 9 00
Mechanic Falls Electric Light Co., wiring
lockup and light for office, 38
A. J. Weston, cash paid for postage,
books, etc., 28
F, R. Harmon, labor on lockup, 55
E. P. Wentworth, Supt, State Reform
School, board Ernest S. Nason. 13 00
V, M. Pinkham, wood for office, 1 50
J. H. DeCoster, recording marriages, births,
and deaths, 13 05
Merrill and Denning, books, stationery, etc., 13 74
H. J. Jordan, watering tub, 3 00
J. H. DeCoster, cash paid for sundries, 6>O 55
E. F. Bradford, reporting births and deaths, *5 00
C. H. Tobie, “  “  “ 5 <£>
C. B. Rankin, 44 44 4; “ 6 i ;>
D. S, Perkins, rent lockup, TO 00
44 “  44 44 office, 30 00
44 44 44 44 hall, 23 00
P. R. Cobb, land rent for hose house, \o 00
M. N. Royal, Sec’y? for Vaccine Virus, 0/w00
A. .T. Weston, cash paid for car fare, tele-
phone, etc., 1 65
W illis J. Morton, land damage for road
at Pages Mills, 40 00
A. h . Pulsifer, damage to harness and
carriage, 3 00
t otal,  $411 98
Balance unexpended, 237 35
ABATEMENTS OF TAXES, DISCOUNTS, AND 
COLLECTOR’S COMMISSIONS ACCOUNT.
Amount appropriated, 1897, $ 850 00
Amount voted to meet deficiency, 1896, 299 34
Total, $1,149 34
Amount overdrawn, 1896, $299 34
Orders Drawn.
D. B. Waterhouse, balance commission* •
1894, 5 69
1). B. Waterhouse, commission in part,
1896, 192 30
1). B. Waterhouse, abatement sundry
taxes 1895, 68 99
1). B. Waterhouse, “  “
taxes 1896, 317 80
I). B. Waterhouse, discount, 677 60
Total, ----------  $1,561 72
—— —
()verdrawn, $412 38
PAYM ENT OF INTEREST ON TEM PORARY LOAN  
a n d  t o w n  b o n d s .
Amount appropriated, 1897, $1,100 00
Amount voted to meet deficiency, 1896, 63 33
Total, $1,163 33
IN T E R E S T  P A Id .
Amount overdrawn in 1896, $ 63 33
J. H. DeCoster, interest on bonds for
sinking fund, 1,063 50
j . H. DeCoster, interest on temporary
loan, 25 37
T o t a l , $1,154 20
Balance unexpended. 9 07
FINANCIAL EXH IBIT OF RESOURCES AND
EXPENDITURES OF SCHOOL MONEY.
RESOURCES;
Unexpended 1896,
Amount raised by vote of town for common schools, 
State School Fund and Mill tax,
F ree High School money by town,
Free High School money received from State*. 
Amount raised for text books,
Amount raised for repair's,
Amount received for books injured,
$ 213 50
2,300 00
918 53
500 00
250 00
100 00
100 00
o 10
Amount received for tuitions, 
Amount received for book rental, 
Amount received for books sold.
Total
51 00 
14 00 
1 08
$4,450 21
e x p e n d i t u r e s .
Paid for teaching, $3,142 20
44 44 transporting scholars, 183 00
 fuel, 267 80
44 janitor services, 241 00
text-books i74 83
44 44 furnishings, 120 50
44 44 repairs, 256 54
 44 incidentals, 5 00
4 44 books, 1896, 30 36
44 4 supplies, 118 98
 44 1896,
Total
Overdrawn,
6 32
$4,540 53
q*;I/O Or*
The item of $0.32 appeared in the Superintendent of 
schools report last year but was not paid until the present year.
Note— There should be added to school resources for 1890. 
$15.00 making a total of $4,396.60. The expense for fuel 
should have been $340.02; the expense for text books and sup­
plies should have been $15.10 less, leaving a balance unexpend­
ed of $213.50.
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE TOWN OF ME
c HANIC FALLS, MARCH 1, 1898.
l i b i l i t i e s .
Bonded indebtedness, 
o utstanding orders,
Total
$26,5200 00 
2,:$24 57
$28,524 57
A bill of $65.27 claimed by Town of
Poland is in dispute.
R E S O u r C E S .
Due from D. B. Waterhouse, Col. tax 95 $ 128 17
4 4  44 44   4 4   ’96 574 09
4 4  44 4 4  4 4   4 4  44  ’97 6,775 81
4 4  44 tax Deeds ’93 122 86
44  44 4 4  4 4 ’94 400 56
4 4  4 4 4 4  44 ’95 581 18
4 4  4 4 “  “  Minot, 200 00
4 4  44 Raymond, pauper siipplies, 12 00
u  4 4 New Gloucester, “ 44 61 00
44  4 4 Oxford, “ 44 36 66
44  4 4 Hebron, “ 44 3 00
u  4 4 Rumford, “ 4 4 30 32
44  44 Weld, 44 10 88
44  u Paris, “ 44 14 47
4 4  4 4 Lincoln, 4 4 4 4 36 65
4 4  a State, dog license, 111 00
Cash in Treasury, 2,105 44
McDonald note, 193 68
Sinking Fund, 4,243 28
Total $15,641 05
Balance against the town, $12,88:} 52
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPROPRIATIONS FOR
1898.
common schools, 200 00
Free High Schools, TOO 00
Support of poor, 1,400 00
Roads, bridges and culverts, 2,000 00
Contingent expenses, 300 00
Sinking fund, 1,000 00
Payment of interest, 1,100 00
Officers salaries, 600 00
Abatements and commissions, discounts, 1,000 00
Text-books, furnishings and apparatus, 200 00
A. A. Dwinal Post, G. A. R. 50 00
Hydrant rental, 
•
1,676 66
Electric lighting for streets, 1,183 57
Fire Department, 400 00
RUFUS HACKETT ACCOUNT
Amount in Selectmen's hands on account of Rufus Hackett.
Contribution, 6 73
Cash found on his person, 97
Total, $7 70
Respectfully submitted,
A. J. WESTON,
E. K. HOLBROOK.
E. F. SMITH.
Selectmen of Mechanic Falls.
i have examined the hooks and accounts of the Selectmen 
and find them correct. C. M. HUTCHINS, Auditor.
TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.
J.h . DeCoster, Treasurer, in account with the town of 
Mechanic Falls.
Dr.
6
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
To bal. brought forward from 1897, $ 1,819 86
c ash of State Tr. Act. State Pensions Refunded, 156 00
Dog licenses, 1896, refunded, 108 42 
Burial of soldiers refunded, 57 00
Free high school,
School fund and mill tax,
Telegraph tax apportioned,
On Act. temporary loans,
Dog licenses for 1897,
Tuition, out of town scholars,
School book rents,
“  “  destroyed,
%?
Fax deeds paid,
Empty liquor vessels sold,
Sewer pipe and lamp post sold,
Licenses collected,
Paupers of other towns,
D. B. Waterhouse, Col., to bal. tax, 1894,
on year 1895,
250 00
P *
918 53 
1 01 
2,949 02 
111 00 
51 00 
15 15 
95 
212 87 
3 63 
5 25
6 6
66
*6
6 6
66
6 6
66
<6
66
66
66
i •
66
6 •
66
46
1896,
1897,
Writing books sold,
16 00
699 59 
89 85 
216 04 
5,829 64 
11,293 37 
1 08
$24,805 26
Cr
By Cash, town orders paid, $20,880 82
   int., bonds, 1,060 00
   on County
tax paid in October, 600 00
Paid state pensions, 156 00
In Nat. S. &  L. Bank, 1,874 13
On hand, 37 68
F. H. McDonald’s note, 193 68
--------------$24,805 26
Respectfully Submitted,
j . H. DeCOSTER, Town Treasurer.
I hereby certify that I have examined the books of J. H. 
DeCoster, town treasurer, and find them correct.
C. M. HUTCHINS, Auditor.
March 1st, 1898.
V ITA L STATISTICS.
Vital statistics recorded in the town records of Mechanic 
Falls, Maine.
Births. Marriages. Deaths.
March L ’96, to March 1, ’97, 38 So
“  “  ’97, “  “  “  ’98, 28 15 44
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH.
During the year there have been reported to the Board of 
Health in this town:
14 cases of Scarlet Fever in 8 houses,
%
4 “ “  Diphtheria “  3 “
o «  << Typhoid Fever 2 “
4 “  “  Measles 1 “
jH
In cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria the houses have 
been placarded and quarantined as soon as it was known that 
they were infected. Orders were repeatedly given that none 
of the inmates of these dwellings should go on the streets or ad­
mit other persons into the houses except necessary attendants.
The Board of Health cannot act as a constant guard to see 
that these orders are obeyed but if any persons are known to 
have willfully disobeyed these proper and lawful restrictions for 
the safety of the community the cases have been investigated 
and warnings have been given, in one case a deputy sheriff has 
been called on to enforce quarantine regulations. The schools 
have been closed until the danger of contagion had passed. In 
most cases the outbreak of Scarlet Fever in a town comes from 
one single case, if prompt and strict precautions were taken the 
disease might be limited to one house instead of spreading to 
several families.
It may be well to say here that Scarlet Fever is a very in­
sidious disease— in some mild cases not readily detected. A 
child might contract the disease in some unsuspected way; it 
might run its course to recovery, and pass with the family 
as a simple case of sore throat with a slight and innocent look­
ing humor on the skin, no physician having been called in. It 
is plain to see that in such an event the dreadful disease might 
be spread to many other children and a serious epidemic occur. 
In the way of a needed protection for the communitv everv 
family having a child, that had never had Scarlet Fever, taken
suddenly sick of a fever, more or less severe, sore throat, with 
or without vomiting, and an eruption on the skin, should call 
in a doctor at once to decide the case. In Diphtheria it is of the 
greatest importance that the disease be detected early, both on 
account of limiting the contagion and on account of the chances 
of saving the life of the patient.
The vast majority of the physicians, of this and other coun­
tries who have had any experience in the use of the new remedy, 
antitoxin, believe that if it is used within the first two or three 
days of the attack it will almost certainly cure the patient, but 
if delayed longer the conditions are not nearly as favorable. In
* O  •
one of the cases in this village it was used immediately 011 theO J
appearance of signs of the disease and its effects were only a 
little less than marvelous, the patient being cured in two days 
of what threatened to be a very serious, if not fatal attack. 
Many physicians of experience advise that if a child has been 
exposed to diphtheria one or two doses of antitoxin be used to 
prevent having the disease.
The use of the Fumes of Sulpher as a disinfectant is be­
coming unpopular— is is said that it is not a perfect destroyer 
of the germs of diseases; the Formaldehide lamp is taking its 
place. The Board of health of many cities use it entirely— it is 
more convenient in many ways. It is advised that one be pur­
chased for use in this town— its cost is $8.00 or $10.00.
E. F. BRADFORD,
M. N. ROYAL,
C. B. RANKIN.
Board of Health.
I
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Amount voted to meet deficiency, 189(5,
Overdrawn 1896, $ 92 68
Orders drawn as follows:
J. W. Penney, rent of hall, 1896, 34 93
Mechanic Falls Water Co., piping hose
carriage, 96, 6 00
W. E. Dolly, hook and ladder truck, 63 50
A. F. Cook, Sec. Hose Co. No. 1, services, 21 50
F. G. Strout, Sec. Hook and Ladder Co.,
services, 21 50
E. C. Rawson, Sec. Hose Co., No. 2, services, 33 50
F. G. Strout, Sec. Hook and Ladder Co.,
services, 24 00
Henry K. Barnes, Callahan Double Spray
Tips, 10 00
W. E. Dolly, labor Hook and Ladder
Truck, 2 75
J. W. Penney, rent of hall, 48 00
A. F. Cook, Sec. Hose Co., No. 1, services, 38 10 
Waterman and Jordan, use of horse, 1 00
Hawkes and Whitney, supplies, 6 93
O. B. Dwinal, rent Hook and Ladder house, 24 00
F. R. Harmon, labor, 6 75
F. R. Harmon, services as Assistant Engineer, 15 00 
L. C. Spiller, Sec. Hook and Ladder, Co.,
services, 8 30
E. C. Rawson, Sec. Hose Co., No. 2, services, 45 25 
H. M. Mayberry, services as Chief Engineer
and cash paid, 26 50
H. M. Mayberry, Callahan Spray
Attachment, 50
J. W. Penney, rent of hall, 48 00
______
Hawkes and Whitney, shovels, 1 80
j . W. Penney & Sons, te s t in g  water gu a g e    
and repairing couplings, 4 75
E. E. Jordan, services as Assistant Engineer 15 00
H. Spiller, Sec. Hose Co. No. 1, services, 9 00
Total, ----------  $609 24
m
Overdrawn. $516 56
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE
DEPARTMENT.
New supplies this year:
1 Hook and Ladder Truck, $ 63 50
2 Callahan Spray nozzle, 10 00
2 shovels, 1 80
Hook and Ladder Co., services, 53 80
Hose Co. No. 1, 59 60
Hose Co. No. 2, “  78 75
Total, $267 45
H. M. M AYBERRY,
Chief of Fire Department
TRUANT OFFICER’S REPORT.
To the Selectmen, School Committee and Citizens o f Mechanic
Falls.
Y our Truant Officer would make the following report of 
his duties as performed by him for the school year ending Mai.
4, 1898.
Have received from all sources and attended to <8 calls. 
Have taken from street and carried to school 9 pupils. Have 
sent to supervisor of schools for permission to ^oik dining 
school term the parents of < pupils. Have put on piobation 
with the choice of attending school regularly or ot being taken 
before Judge DeCoster 2 pupils. In closing would report that 
out of the 78 complaints attended to, 17 of these were made 
from the lower grade schools at the time of scarlet fever epi­
demic in April 1897, and can safely say that at present there is 
not an habitual truant in town to the best of my knowledge.
Respectfully submitted,
* A. S. ELLSWORTH,
Truant Officer.
Mechanic Falls, March 5, 1898.
— 31 —
I N  M E M O R I A M .
Date of Death Name. Place of Death. Age.-  Mar. or single
Yrs. Mos. Days.
Mar. 12, ’97. Edwin P. Grant. Mechanic Falls. 65 1 2 3 Widower.
“ 20. Lucy C. McAlister. 44 7 4 5 Widow. 
  Zenas Lane.
4 66 10 Married.
4  t Henry C. Pollard. 44 21 11 13 Single.
Apr. 12s Addison E. True. 4 5 5 11 7 Married.
44 44 Esther A . Durgin. 44 6 5 4 1
44
M ay 1. Helen h . Purington. 2 4 10 Single.
4 Ethel M. Severance.
4 4
11. Minnie E. Woodsum. 29 5 24 Married.
 20. Betsey Durgin. 44 7 7 Widow.
 28. Susan P. Beal.  4 92 6
 3 0 * Maria L. Stevens.
 61 9 Married.
June 19. Mary A . Cobb. 44 63 9 Widow.
  25. Laila J. R. Briggs. 28 8 28 Married.
july 12. Abbie L. Ellingwood. 4 22 9 27
44
 18. Silenus U. Hawkes. 44 7 ° 8 8 Widower.
Aug. 11. Sarah Mitchell. 4  72 6 18 Widow.
 18. Adna C. Denison. 4 81 9 0 3 Widower.
 24. Seth w .  Archibald. 44 70 7 21
44
Sept. 2. Albion K .  P. Bray. 44 82 7
44
 12. Sophia E. Paine. 44 42 10 23 Married.
 12. Lettice Ellingwood. 44 1 4 Single.
44 Jerusha Bryant. 44 70 10 12 Widow.
Oct. 10. Alden Woodbury. 44 68 10 12 Married.
16. Oliver D. Holt. ' 44 48 2 14
44
16. Reuel C. Spiller. 1 1 16 Single.
Nov. 1 s. Rufus Hackett. *4 62 11 44
“  19. Jason Hall. 44 84 1 Widower.
“  29. Geo. E. Bancroft. 9 0 3 Single.
“  29. Chas. E. Stevens.
H
6 3 9 * 5 Widower.
Dec. 13. Hiram Lovejov. 44 7 7 11 21
44
16. Lizzie M. Mosher. 44 3 5 7 27 Married.
Jan. 1, ’98. Wentworth M. Brown. 44 7 3
44
“  2. Marv C. Moore.J
44
7 3 11 9 W idow.
“  * 7 - Alice M. Allen. 32 4 Married.
“ 25. Mira C. Bartlett. 44 5 9 W idow.
Feb. 13. Alfred .H  Grant. 44 26 9 22 Married.
“ 25. Isaac Stanton. 44 7 5 8 1 5
44
Died in other towns and recorded in Hechanic Falls.
•
July 4, ’97. Erastus F. Thurlow. Poland. 5 ° 3 1 4 [Married.
9. Josie T. Moore. Hallowell. 12 9 12 Single.
Sept. 2. Alexanda Robertson. Poland. 72 2 1 Widower.
“  16. Carroll E. Edgecomb. Rowlev, Mass. 3 1 22 Single.
Jan. 3, ’98. James C. Campbell. Minot. 5 9 1 23 Married.
Feb. 8. Rev. Samuel Rowe. Oxford. 72 8 44
J. H. DE COSTER, 
Town Clerk.
♦Lived 14 hours.
Fifth Annual Report
OF
S U P E R I N T E N D I N G  S C H O O L BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF
HECHANIC FALLS.
SCHOOL BOARD,
j  W. W AYN E, Three years. 
E. F. BRADFORD,  . .
FREDERICK NEWPORT,  ° 
J. K. DENNING,  o
CHARLES E. W ETERMAN,  
ORGANi z AT IO N
J. W. W AYN E, Chairman*
Miss ELLA J. DW IN AL, Secretary*
Miss ELLA J. DW IN AL, Superintendent*
FREDERICK NEWPORT, Com. on Buildings and Fuel* 
J. K. DENNING, Com. on Transportation and Rural Schools,
A. S. ELLSWORTH, Truant Officer.
A. S. ELLSWORTH, Janitor*
Regular meeting last Tuesday in eacli month at 7.30 
o'clock at superintendent’s room.
TEACHERS, APRIL, 1898.
High School, Principal* R. E. FILES, A. B.
Assistant, CHARLOTTE M. HANSON, A. B.
Grammar School, Principal, EDITH M. M AXW ELL.
“  “  Assistant, NANCY M. BUCKNAM.
Grades 6 and 7, AUGUSTA JACKSON.
Grades 4 and 5, M ARY C. BUMPUS.
Gr ides 1 °  and 3  ^ M AI 1IE J. HANSCOM.
I MINNIE B. FARRINGTON.
Pigeon Hill, mixed grade, FLORA E. LONG.
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1898.
Spring Term.
Monday, April 4, Schools open.
Holidays, Fast Day and Memorial Day. «/ « %/
June 24, schools close.
Fall Term.
September o, schools open. 
December 9, “  close.
Winter Term
December 26, schools open. 
March 5, “  close.
SCHOOL SIGNALS.
When the weather is inclement, the shoe shop whistle will 
give a signal at 8 a. in., consisting of four long blasts of theO O 7 o o
whistle, meaning that all schools are closed ior the forenoon ; 
while one long blast and three short ones will mean that the 
Primaries onlv are to be closed for the forenoon. Either of the 
above signals given at 12.30 p. m. will have the same meaning
f
with reference to the afternoon.
SCHOOL REGTSTKR FROM AFRTL 1. 1897, TO MAR( H
5, 1898.
High School, R. E. Files, A. B., Josiah McCann, and 
Charlotte M. Hanson, teachers. No. of pupils 39, average 
daily recitations 15.66, tardiness 27, average membership • >(>. 
Superintendent’s visits 17.
Grammar School, Edith M. Maxwell and Nancy M. Buck- 
Jiam teachers. No. of pupils 39, average daily recitations L>. 
tardiness 12.33, average membership 32.5, Superintendent's 
visits 20.
Grades 6 and 7, Augusta A. Jackson, teacher. No. of 
pupils 36, average daily recitations 8, tardiness 41.2. average 
membership 32.1, Superintendent's visits 19.
Grades 4 and 5, Mary C. Bumpus, teacher. No. of pupils 
42, average daily recitations 11.2, tardiness 12.1, average mem­
bership 33.14, Superintendent’s visits 15.
Grades 1, 2 and 3, Mattie J. Hanscom and Minnie B. 
Farrington, teachers. No. of pupils 79, average daily recita­
tion 22, tardiness 37.1, average membership 77, Superintend­
ent's visits 17.
Mixed Grade, Flora E. Long, teacher. No. of pupils 10. 
awrage daily recitations 14, tardiness 11.3, average member' 
ship 10.66, Superintendent's visits 7.
No. different pupils registered in all the schools, 247.
No. children as per census, 379.
No. children between five and fifteen years, per census, 162.
No. children over fifteen years, registered, 23.
No. children over fifteen as per census, 103,
No. visits of Superintendent during year, 95.
REPORT o f  SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
g entlemen of the School Committee:
Your Superintendent begs leave to submit the following 
annual report, it being the fifth in the series of Superintend­
ent's reports, of the schools of Mechanic Falls, for the year end­
ing March 5, 1898.
S t a t i s t i c s .
Population 2,000 or more.
Number of school-houses 4.
 occupied 3.
rooms 10.
 occupied 96
V a l u a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P r o p e r t y .
h igh school, land and building,
Furniture and apparatus of the same.
g rammar school, land and building.
Furniture and apparatus of same,
Pleasant St., building and land,
Pigeon Hill, building, land and apparatus.
Total
875 00 
8,000 00 
tfOO 00 
800 00 
400 00
$15,175 00
R esoi rces  o f  t h e  Y e a r  1<s 97
Common school, appropriation,
I ligh
Repairs,
Text-book “
School Fund, Bank and Mill Tax.
• % • *
% *
• •
$2,300 00 
500 00 
100 00 
100 00
918 53
Tuition, 51 00
Free High School money from state (June 97), 125 00
      (Jan. '98), 125 00
Injured hooks, 2 10
Hook rental, 1-1 00
Writing-books, 1 08
Balance unexpended last year, 21 40
    text book money, 1 05
Total resources $4,451 10
HIGH SCHOOL.
High School appropriation is distinct from that of common 
schools, and the receipts and expenditures for the past year were 
as follows :—
E x p e n d i t u r e s  :— T e a c h e r ’ s S a l a r i e s .
Paid R. E. Files, Spring term, $240 00
    Fall  280 00
    Winter  200 00
 Josiah McCann, Spring term, 120 00
   Fall  140 00
 Charlotte M. Hanson, Winter term, 80 00
Total $1,060 00
H i g h  S c h o o l  R e s o u r c e s .
High School appropriation, $500 00
Received from State, July, 1897, 125 00
44 44 44 January, 1898, 125 00
Unexpended in 1896, 125 00
Received from tuitions, 24 00
$899 00
() verdrawn, 16100
$1,060 00
COMMON SCHOOLS.
EXPENDITURES.
ft
F u e l .
To working up 7 cords wood at .75 (March), S 5 25
 2    $6, (May), 12 00
 Splitting wood, (Young)  2 00
 Wood, (Goodwin), June, 8 13
  (v .M . Pinkham), June,  8 24
 Drawing wood, (.J. C. Goodwin), Oct. 1 50
 Splitting  (J. W. Thomas),  2 78
 Thirty tons coal (Hawkes and whitney), Dec., 202 62
 8650 lbs. egg coal, 22 78
44 1-2 cord wood, Pigeon Hill, 2 50
$267 80
F u r n i s h i n g s .
A. G. Tinkham, 2 jars, $ 1 30
Wm. E. Johnson, cyclopedias, 56 00
J. I). Emack, 2 slate boards, 6 52
J. S. Merrill, curtain-rods, 90
L. A. Moulton, cretonne, 80
IT. S. School Furniture Co. 8 seats, 16 80
P. & R. F. Rv., freight on seats, 2 74
Lumber for book-shtdf, 45
Bradford and Conant, 3 baskets, mat, etc., 16 01
Hawkes and Whitney, screw-eves, etc., 5 25
H. H. Randall, cabinet of maps, 9 50
Freight on cabinet,
j . Lewis Haule, 3 World's Progress,
65
4 50
Total
Teams to take Superintendent to Pigeon h ill.
si 21 42
5 00
S u p p l i e s .
e . E. Babb, moulding clay,
Ella J. Dwinal, stamps, express, etc..
J. L. Hammett & Co., paper,
d . h . Knowlton & Co., promotion certificates. 
r . E. Files, graduating expenses,
Merrill and Denning,
Ledger Publishing Co., card board and printing 
M. H. T. Merrill, diploma ribbon.
d . H. Knowlton & Co., 1,000 book-labels,
c . r .  Bumpus, 2 brooms,
j . L. Hammett & Co., paper,
h awkes and Whitney,
Merrill and Denning, December 20,
   March 1,
Ledger Publishing Co., printing signal code,
Ella J. Dwinal, stamps and incidentals,
cards,
$ 2 00
6 57 
2 18 
1 00
25 00 
16 25 
10 95 
93 
2 00 
1 20
4 50 
19 67 
13 20
7 62 
7o
5 16
Total si 18 9S
Sa l a r i ES.
To Edith Maxwell,
 Nancy M. Bucknam. 
“  Mary C. Bumpus,
“  B. M. Philips,
“  Augusta A. Jackson,
$432 00 
'.288 Od 
324 00 
106 20 
202 00
 Mattie J. Hanscom, 255 00
 Minnie B. Farrington, 255 00
 Minnie M. C. Jumper, 80 00
 Flora E. Long, 140 00
 A. S. Ellsworth, 226 00
 James C. King, 15 00
 Mrs. Geo. Prince, 3 00
 Chas. S. Tenney, 180 00
— 9—
Total $2,506 20
R e p a i r  E x p e n s e s .
To S. S. Nason, 12 1-2 hours work, $ 2 50
 Sarah Strout, cleaning, 3 00
 Poland Paper Co., lumber, 1 20
 Jerry Berry, work, 4 00
 Harry Clark, work on organ, 4 00
 O. N. Bailey, work, 1 25
“  F. H. Ireland, work, 5 00
“  J. M. Abbott, “  1 50
“  Geo. Goodman, lumber, 1 26
“ Poland Paper Co., work and material, 10 21
“  H. E. Chandler, work, 6 35
44 W. E. Dolley, 44 . 1 45
“  Poland Paper Co., work and material, 18 44
“  A. S. Ellsworth, “  2 18
“  A. J. Weston, work and lumber, 60 03
“  Poland Paper Co., work, 12 40
66 A. S. Ellsworth, “  16 75
u J. A. Bucknam & Co., curtains, 17 15
“  Poland Packing, Co., 10 16
u W. E. Dolly, work, 1 25
“  J. C. Goodwin, work, 4 25
t
C. W. York, work, 1 00
A. H. Chapman, trucking, 6 00
Mechanic Falls W. & E. L. & P. Co., work. 1 00
A. S. Ellsworth, work, 1 25
Z. Lane, repairing clocks, 70
A. J. Weston, moulding sheathing, 5 0
Chas. Harris, painting and papering, 21 10
Hawkes and Whitney, paint, etc., G 03
A. S. Ellsworth, work, 1 16
Mrs. Kelley, cleaning, 2 45
O. N. Bailey, work, 75
A. J. Weston, moulding, 1 12
Jerry Berry, work, 1 50
J. W. Penney & Sons, 40
Hawkes and Whitney, 6 63
M. A. Jordan, plumbing and material, 9 92
A. J. Weston, 2 double-windows, 6 17
Total $256 54
Total amount expense of common schools, $3,275 94
text-books, 205 19
“  High school, 1,060 00
all expenses, 4,541 13
Total amount all resources, 4,451 16
Overdraw-total amount, 89 97
Total $4,541 13
a a a a
u u u
AAAo
a u
T e x t - b o o k  A c c o u n t .
To Silver, Burdett & Co., readers, $34 40
“  D. C. Heath & Co., arithmetics and language, 56 57O O
“  Wm. Ware & Co., U. S. Histories, 5 00
“  Ginn & Co., third readers, 19 45
“  Silver, Burdett & Co., second readers. 13 20
11
 Merrill and Denning, Evangelines,
 American Book Co., historic readers,
 Edw. E. Babb, Caesars,
 Book bills of 1897,
 Jan. 20, 1890, E. O. Excell, F. H.
McDonald contracted, $ 5 40
 Feb. 1, 1890, University Pub, Co., F.
H. McDonald contracted, 24 96
$30 36
Total amount
T e X T -  Bo o k  R e s o u r c e s .
Unexpended '97, $ 1 05
Appropriation, 100 00
Common school tuition, 27 00
Injured books, 2 10
Book rental, 14 00
Writing books sold, 1 08
Total . $145 23
Overdraw-bills of 97, 29 60
“ “  44 44 ’96, 30 36
R e c a p i t u l a t i o n .
Teaching,
Fuel,
F urnishings,
Supplies,
Repairs,
Incidentals,
90
38 38 
6 93
$174 83
$205 19
$205 19
$3,142 20 
267 80 
121 42 
118 98 
256 54 
5 00
Text-books, (year of 189T), 
Transportation,
Janitors,
205 19 
183 00 
241 00
I otal $4,541 lo
We here submit the report for the year ending March 1, 
1898, of the condition of the schools of Mechanic Falls ; and of 
the expenditures needful for the maintenance of the same.
That the consolidation of our two Primary schools was aJ
needed change for the better advancement of our children, and, 
really an economical step, financially considered, every citizen 
may be assured was the object of the change of schools which 
caused the old primary room, on Elm street to be so thoroughly 
repaired. Of coiu’se, it had long needed this repairing, but 
until it was needful to change the seats it seemed inexpedient 
to do this.
The seats from the Elm street room, together with those 
from the Pleasant street room were placed in the lower room of 
the Grammar School Building, making of the latter a veryO' O J
pretty and commodious Primary School home.
A new hard-wood floor was laid in the Elm street room, 
two large windows cut in the rear wall, the partition between 
the main room and an unused little room (formerly an entry, 
when there were two entrance doors) was taken down and this 
little room let into the main room by an arch. The room was 
painted and papered and by all these repairs made one of the 
lightest and prettiest school room in town.
But, of course, it took monev to do all this. If this had 
not been done we should not have overdrawn our appropria­
tion so much. This expense alone being $149.95. But the 
town has the full value of this expenditure in the improved
c ondition of the High School Building. Moreover, this work 
has been clone in a manner to last for years. .
*
We have constantly studied the strictest econoniv in this,J
and all things coming within our jurisdiction.
Do not take our word for the improvements, citizens, visit 
each room and see for vourselves where and how wisely the 
money was spent. In the primary room there are eighty pupils 
— certainlv so manv little folks need to be given consideration.
J  J  O
The schools are all in very excellent working condition, 
with apparatus and text-books up to date in the line of pro­
gress. The teacher, or teachers, of each grade being progress­
ive, earnest and self-sacrificing for the good of the school, and 
individual pupils.
We have the same teachers as last year, with three ex­
ceptions. Mr. McCann desired to return to college for the* 
winter term ; therefore Miss Charlotte M. Hanson, A. B., a lady 
of rare ability, was elected High School assistant Oct. 26, 1897. 
She was re-elected March 1, 1898: The other two changes
were made because it seemed that not the most advancement 
possible was being made in the tico departments, and the' changes 
confirmed our opinions.
The schools have done quite a little in nature work, in 
civics, and in more thorough study of English, the past year.
That we have had ten pupils from other towns in our High 
Sc hool during the year tells much for this department. AA e 
should be proud that we can and do maintain this department 
where our boys and girls can fit for college at home. W e can 
point with pride to the Principal thereof as a most exemplary 
man, and a practical educator.
14
We need not give a detailed account of our estimate of each 
teacher; the fact that they have been retained so long indicates 
that their work is valued bv us.
Pigeon Hill school has been walking to the front in pro­
gressive work. The pupils are doing much better work than 
in 1896 and 97.
The Primary and Pigeon Hill schools need the same mini-
J  O
ber of weeks in each term as the other schools and therefore wo 
recommend the following appropriations and since the state re­
quires separate appropriations for apparatus and furnishings this 
next year we therefore recommend the town appropriate:—
$ 100 00 for Repairs for the year 1898.
50 00 “  Apparatus “  “ “  “
50 00 “  Furnishings “  “ 44 66
100 00 “  Text-books “  “  “ ■ “
700 00 “  High school “  66 “  “
2200 00 “  Com. schools “  66 “  u
In closing this report, gentlemen of the School Board, I 
M ould thank you for your constant courtesy, consideration and 
kindness. I am under obligations to each member, not only 
for the kindness shown, but for the promptness in attendance' 
and adherence to strictly business principles.
Respectfully submitted,
ELLA J. DW INAL,
Superintendent of Schools. 
Mechanic Falls, Maine, March 1, 1898.
